The Third Arab-Israeli War
Israeli sentiments among large segments of the American popu-
lation, and the need for not antagonizing the Jewish voters,
especially before an election,100 has placed limitations on the
U.S. government's capability to apply pressures on Israel.1"1 As
an instance, it may be mentioned that after the June 1967 war,
the U.S. government agreed to supply Israel with modern—
especially supersonic—jets without seriously trying to use them as
levers to persuade her to abide by the Security Council resolution
of 22 November 1967.103 In January 1968, the late Israeli
Premier Levi Eshkol pleaded with President Johnson for permis-
sion to buy 50 supersonic Phantom F-4 jet fighters. President
Johnson agreed to keep 'Israel's military defense capability under
active and sympathetic examination and review in the light of the
shipment of military equipment by others to the area", and
finally on 27 December 1968, the U.S. government announced
its decision to sell 50 Phantom F-4 jet fighter planes to Israel.103
and other media of mass communication. Middle East Forum, vol. 40,
May, 1964, p. 16*
100	1968 was a Presidential election year in the United States.
101	The support of American jews for Israel is extended to a blanket
belief in general American support for that country by the Arabs who
contend that American support for Israel will continue because no Ameri-
can politician will risk losing the Jewish vote by altering it. Amrita Bazar
Patrika, Calcutta, 2 August 1968, p. 6.
102	as long as influential groups in the United States sponsoring the
Israeli cause remain  active and  official American rebukes remain only
verbal in nature, Israel most probably would not feel the need to change
her attitude or to abide by the U.N. resolutions.
ioe Statesman, Calcutta, 29 December 1968, p. 11. Delivery of the
Phantom jets was to begin before the end of 1969 and continue through
1970. The total cost of the purchase was estimated at $200 million. The
sale of the Phantoms was looked upon by the UAR as a serious develop-
ment since, according to her, it was likely to encourage Israel to continue
its "aggression" and undermine hopes of a peaceful solution of the Middle
East crisis,
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